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kinds of wrong. After the era of Protestant Ascendency had
thus begun, the subject Catholic people rose once more;
Ireland crossed England again at a most critical time; a
period of savage civil war followed; and Cromwell placed the
whole island under the Puritan yoke, trying to crush out all
distinctions, save that of faith, enormously increasing the
Protestant settlements, and governing by an absolute despotism
of the sword. The Restoration, in the main, confirmed his
policy; after a brief period of treacherous repose, Catholic
Ireland, for the second time in the seventeenth century, took up
arms against Protestant England, and engaged in a desperate
strife with her far stronger neighbour at a moment of revolution
and national danger. The result was what might have been
foreseen: Catholic Ireland went down in an unequal conflict,
having provoked the indignation and wrath of England; and
she had now to abide the results of another conquest.
These considerations must be borne in mind as we review
the dark and calamitous period of Irish History we are about
to traverse. It should be added that if the lot of Ireland had
been, for five hundred years, that of a neglected and a
misruled dependency, this was less due to positive faults of
her own, or to positive faults of the dominant country, than to
what, in our ignorance, we must call the evil play of fortune.
A series of accidents had checked the growth and development
of the English power, throughout the island, in the Middle Ages;
instead of a strong and well-ordered Monarchy, only a feeble
settlement had been made, by the side of feudal and Celtic
anarchy. Consequently, at the momentous epoch of the
sixteenth century, when the world was passing into a new
existence, Ireland was centuries behind England, in civilisation
and social progress; this single circumstance largely explains
the train of unhappy events that followed. It makes us
understand, to a considerable extent, why Ireland parted from
England at the Reformation; why English statesmen tried to